
gan instructing several 

weekly computer lessons. 

 During the last quar-

ter of 2009, the library 

became the host site of a 

family literacy program 

for non-native speakers 
of the English language.  

This initiative, sponsored 

by the William Z. Nasri 

grant, buses immigrants 

from a local apartment 

complex to the library 

for a night of learning 

about language and cul-

ture, all taught by tutors 

from the Greater Pitts-

burgh Literacy Council. 

 2009 marked a year 

of remarkable growth 

for Green Tree Public 

Library.   Not once, but 

twice this year, The Li-

brary Journal named  

GTPL an American Star 
Library.  Green Tree 

was one of only five li-

braries in the state to 

earn this distinction. 

 It was also a year of 

new leadership for the 

library.  When long-

time director Suzy 

Ruskin announced her 

resignation in April,  

Adaena Tray, Assistant 

Librarian since 2006, 

was appointed Library 

Director.  University of 

Pittsburgh graduate 

Brian Romine was hired 

as the Assistant Librar-

ian in June.  

 Since then, the full-

time staff  has shifted 

their job descriptions, in 

order to support a 

more cooperative spirit 

and to eliminate depart-

mentalization.  Library 

employees work to-

gether on programming, 

collection development 

and other tasks. 

 Throughout the 

year, Green Tree Public 

Library increased visibil-

ity in the community.  

Staff marketing efforts 
included dressing up as 

Mother Goose at Octo-

berfest, creating social 

networking sites for the 

library on Facebook and 

Twitter, boosting com-

munity outreach, culti-

vating relationships with 

the media and starting 

òThink Green,ó a 

monthly electronic 

newsletter.   

 The library received 

a technology makeover 

as well.  In September,  

a new and improved 

greentreel ibrary.org 

was introduced to the 

public during a website 

launch party.  The site 

offers online events, 

staff recommendations, 

and other updated fea-

tures that are not only 

easier to use, but also 

more personable.  In 

addition, the library be-
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An intergeneration team work 

together to make page layouts 

at a summertime  

Scrapbooking Workshop.  

Continued on page 2  



libraries, an increase of 

13% from 2008.  Out of 

the 44 libraries in Alle-

gheny County, Green 

Tree Public Library had 

the highest non-resident 

circulation per capita.  
20,281 items from other 

libraries were borrowed 

and checked out at 

Green Tree.   

 The chart below 

shows the number of 

items circulated per 

month.  As usual, the 

summer months 
were a popular time 

for borrowing.  

 A staggering 93,350 

items crossed the circu-

lation desk during 2009, 

giving Green Tree the 

second highest circula-

tion per capita rate in 

the county.  Of these, 
23,237 items were lent 

out to patrons of other 

Page 2 Green Tree Public Library  

1

2

3

9

2

1

3

3

0

3

1

3

7

6

5

1

3

3

9

2

1

1

5

8

5

1

3

6

4

4

1

4

2

1

7

1

4

1

4

8

1

2

0

0

9

1

2

3

9

5

1

1

1

5

2

1

0

8

4

0

0

5000

10000

15000

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec

2009 Yearly Circulation

Circulation  

The library reached out 

to several community 

organizations in 2009, 

including this Brownie 

Troop from St.  

Margaret School.  

The Used Book Nook 

opened its doors in 

2009.  This ongoing sale 

features gently -used 

titles at affordable 

prices.  

 In 2009, plans were 

announced to reinstate 

the Annual Friends of 

the Library Used Book 

Sale the following year.  

The library  discontin-

ued the sale in 2008.  

Thanks to a group of 

dedicated volunteers, 

including members from 

the Friends and Library 

Board, the sale will re-

turn in September 2010.  
Furthermore, an ongo-

ing book sale within the 

library, called The Used 

Book Nook, was imple-

mented as a fundraiser.  

 Other fundraisers 

from 2009 included a 

garden tour with the 

Green Tree Garden 

Club and a Yankee Can-

dle sale.  Increased ad-

vertising of the buy-a-

brick fundraiser at the 

library has escalated 

sales significantly. 

 Being true to itõs 

name, òGreenó Tree is 

also making efforts to 

be more green.  Staff 

has been participating in 

inner-office recycling.  
Recently, the library 

planned a Robot Making 

Workshop that high-

lighted the importance 

of  recycling and reusing 

materials. 

 Sadly, 2009 was 

also a year of discus-

sion about future 

funding cuts.  Due to 

the reduction in state 

and local regional as-

set dollars, the library 

was forced to scale 

back the budget for 

2010 and to make 

some tough decisions.   

 Whatever 2010 

brings in terms of 

funding, one thing re-

ma ins  c on s tan t :  
Green Tree Public 

Library will continue 

its dedication to serv-

ing the public. 
 

Sincerely, 

Adaena Tray 

Library Director 

Continued from Page 1  
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In November, World 

Yo-Yo Champion Mark 

Hayward performed his 

tricks to a crowd of 

over 100 children and 

adults.  


